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DEA reverses decision on kratom; drug stays legal for
Nnow

After massive outcry and letters from lawmakers, the agency had a change of heart.

3ETH MOLE - 101272016, 12:31 PM
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for now—according to a preliminary withdrawal notice posted today.

@ The Drug Enforcement Acministration is withdrawing its plan to ban the opioid-like herbal drug kratom—at least
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- The notice, which will appear in the Federal Registry Thursday, nixes the agency’s emergency decision in late
August to list kratom as a Schedule | Controlled Substance, the most restrictive category that also includes heroin
o and LSD. The DEA deemed the plant’s use an urgent threat to public health—based on concern that it could be
abused and addictive—and set the date for a ban as early as September 30. But the abrupt plan drew intense
Q backlash from public health experts, lawmakers, and thousands of devoted users, who argue that the currently
unregulated herbal supplement treats chronic pain and prevents deadly opioid addictions.

After the initial notice, kratom advocates swiftly organized protests, collected more than 140,000 petition signatures, and
convinced more than 50 Congress members to sign letters urging the DEA to reverse course. One of the letters highlighted the
ongoing, federally funded research looking at using kratom for opioid withdrawal. That research would likely be shut down by
a Schedule | listing.

The September 30 listing date came and went, with kratom proponents keeping the pressure up while holding their breath. In
today’s withdrawal notice, DEA Acting Administrator Chuck Rosenberg noted the efforts, writing:

13

Since publishing that notice, the DEA has received numerous comments from members of the public challenging the
scheduling action and requesting that the agency consider those comments and accompanying information before
taking further action.

The DEA will now take a more measured look at kratom using a standard (non-emergency) review. As such, the agency has
opened a public comment period that will last until December 1, 2016. And it has requested that the Food and Drug
Administration conduct a scientific and medical evaluation of kratom plus offer the DEA a recommendation of how it should
be regulated, if at all.

Such a review might be quick because there’s little data on kratom so far. Users say the plant, Mitragyna speciosa, a tree in the
coffee family, can treat pain, depression, anxiety, PTSD, and other ailments. It's known to contain the active

ingredients mitragynine and 7-hydroxymitragynine, both of which can interact with opioid receptors in the brain. However, the
effects on the brain are not well understood.

Nevertheless, kratom advocates are elated by today’s news. A Facebook posting by the American Kratom Association today
read, “"WE MOVED A MOUNTAIN."” But the post went on to urge advocates to keep working to ensure that the drug remains
legal. “We still have A LOT of work ahead of us,” the post read.

BETH MOLE

Beth is Ars Technica’s health reporter. She's interested in biomedical research, infectious disease, health policy and law, and has a Ph.D.
in microbiology.

EMAIL beth.mole@arstechnica.com // TWITTER @BethMarieMole

READER COMMENTS @ SHARE THIS STORY 0 0 @ @

«— PREVIOUS STORY NEXT STORY —

10/14/16 10:39 AM



DEA reverses decision on kratom; drug stays legal for now | ... http://arstechnica.com/science/2016/10/dea-reverses-decisi...

Related Stories

I

DEA has kratom users holding CDC just says no to opioid Implant to treat opioid addiction = 91% of patients who survive
their breath, lawmakers write prescriptions for chronic pain gets green light from FDA opioid overdose are prescribed
more letters advisors more opioids

Sponsored Stories
Powered by ®utbrain

"/

What is Your Brain No One's Been Here Inside The Ruins Of New York City Gets How to Live With Can You Take An Engine

Health Score? Take the Since WWII. What They This Ancient Chinese First Look at LG Migraines - Top 10 Ways  Apart And Put It Back
Assessment Found? Horrifying House, Archaeologists Signature Gallery HealthCentral Together? Take Our
Staying Sharp - AARP Head Cramp M.ade A skin-crawling GearBrain Quiz To Find Out
Discovery Zoo
Scribol
Today on Ars
|
|
|
Shadow Warrior 2 developers say ~ You can get the Apple Watch PSVR vs. HTC Vive vs. Oculus Rift =~ Nikon DSLR with sub-zero
DRM is a waste of time Series 2 Nike+ edition on vs. Gear VR: Which VR headset Peltier cooling: The
October 28 should you buy? astronomer’s camera of choice
|
HP Inc to axe up to 4,000 jobs Non-cable Internet providers Feds strike another multi- George Orwell never dreamed of
over next three years offer faster speeds to the national “tech support” scam advertising as invasive as
wealthy Yahoo's proposal

RSS FEEDS CONTACT US A
VIEW MOBILE SITE STAFF S
VISIT ARS TECHNICA UK ADVERTISE WITH US éé3
ABOUT US REPRINTS %

3of4 10/14/16 10:39 AM



DEA reverses decision on kratom; drug stays legal for now | ... http://arstechnica.com/science/2016/10/dea-reverses-decisi...

WIRED Media Group
Use of this Site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement (effective 1/2/14) and Privacy Policy (effective 1/2/14), and Ars Technica Addendum (effective

5/17/2012). Your California Privacy Rights. The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with the
prior written permission of Condé Nast.

4 of 4 10/14/16 10:39 AM



