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Meralgia paresthetica is a rarely encountered sensory mononeuropathy characterized by paresthesia, pain or 
sensory impairment along the distribution of the lateral femoral cutaneous nerve (LFCN) caused by entrapment 
or compression of the nerve as it crossed the anterior superior iliac spine and runs beneath the inguinal 
ligament. There is great variability regarding the area where the nerve pierces the inguinal ligament, which 
makes it difficult to perform blind anesthetic blocks. Ultrasound has developed into a powerful tool for the 
visualization of peripheral nerves including very small nerves such as accessory and sural nerves. The LFCN 
can be located successfully, and local anesthetic solution distribution around the nerve can be observed with 
ultrasound guidance. Our successfully performed ultrasound-guided blockade of the LFCN in meralgia 
paresthetica suggests that this technique is a safe way to increase the success rate. (.RUHDQ� -� 3DLQ� ������
���� ��������

.H\� :RUGV�

lateral femoral cutaneous nerve, meralgia paresthetica, ultrasound.

Received February 24, 2011. Revised March 22, 2011. Accepted April 4, 2011.
Correspondence to: Sang Gon Lee, MD
Department of Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine, Daegu Fatima Hospital, 183, Ayang-ro, Dong-gu, Daegu 701-600, Korea
Tel: Ƅ82-53-940-7435, Fax: Ƅ82-53-940-7417, E-mail: lovelove@fatima.or.kr

 This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial License(http:// 
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/), which permits unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, 
provided the original work is properly cited.
Copyright ; The Korean Pain Society, 2011

����.FSBMHJB�QBSFTUIFUJDB�JT�DIBSBDUFSJ[FE�CZ�QBJO�PS�QBS�

FTUIFUJDB�BMPOH�UIF�MBUFSBM�GFNPSBM�DVUBOFPVT�OFSWF�	-'$/
�

BOE�JT�DBVTFE�XIFO�UIJT�OFSWF�JT�FOUSBQQFE�CZ�GJCSPTJT�PG�

UIF�OFSWF�PS�PUIFS�WBSJPVT�SFBTPOT��5IF�-'$/�JT�B�TNBMM�

QVSF�TFOTPSZ�OFSWF�UIBU�FNFSHFT�GSPN�UIF�MVNCBS�QMFYVT�

SVOT� BMPOH� UIF� JMJBDVT� BOE� SFBDIFT� UIF� GFNPSBM� SFHJPO�

UISPVHI� UIF� JOHVJOBM� MJHBNFOU��

� � � �$VSSFOUMZ�GPS�UIF�EJBHOPTJT�BOE�USFBUNFOU�PG�NFSBMHJB�

QBSFTUIFUJDB�CMPDLJOH�PG�UIF�-'$/�JT�QFSGPSNFE��5IJT� JT�

QFSGPSNFE�VTJOH�UIF�BOBUPNJDBM�MBOENBSLT�PG�UIJT�OFSWF�

CVU�UIFSF�BSF�NBOZ�EJGGJDVMUJFT�JO�QFSGPSNJOH�B�CMJOE�CMPDL�

EVF�UP�UIF�BOBUPNJDBM�EJWFSTJUZ�PG�UIF�OFSWF��DPOTFRVFOUMZ�

UIF� GBJMVSF� SBUF�IBT�CFFO� SFQPSUFE�BT�IJHI�BT� ���� <�>��

� � � �6MUSBTPVOE�OPXBEBZT�JT�CFJOH�EFWFMPQFE�JOUP�B�QPXFS�

GVM�UPPM�UIBU�DBO�PCTFSWF�WFSZ�TNBMM�QFSJQIFSBM�OFSWFT�TVDI�

BT�BDDFTTPSZ�OFSWFT�PS�TVSBM�OFSWFT�TP�JUT�VTBHF�JO�QF�

SJQIFSZ�OFSWF�CMPDL�JT�JODSFBTJOH�<�>��6MUSBTPVOE�DBO�DPO�

GJSN�UIF�UBSHFU�OFSWF�BOE�TVSSPVOEJOH�TUSVDUVSFT�TP�EJBH�

OPTJT�JT�NPSF�BDDVSBUF�BEEJUJPOBM�EBNBHF�JT�SFEVDFE�EVS�

JOH�BENJOJTUSBUJPO�PG�NFEJDBUJPO�BOE�JOKFDUJPO�PG�TUFSPJET�

BOE� MPDBM� BOFTUIFUJD� BHFOU� DBO� CF� EPOF� BU� UIF� FYBDU�

MPDBUJPO�� $PNQBSFE� UP� CMJOE� CMPDLT� UIF� BNPVOU� PG� MPDBM�



116 Korean J Pain Vol. 24, No. 2, 2011

Fig. 1. Standing position. A picture which shows inguinal
area is covered with fat tissues of lower abdominal area.

Fig. 2. Ultrasound image of the lateral femoral cutaneous 
nerve in the short axis. FL: fascia lata, FI: fascia iliaca, N:
lateral femoral cutaneous nerve, SM: Sartorius muscle.
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